
Subject Index

absolutive case 262–3
accent 158
accusative case 63, 262–3
acronyming 87–8
Actor 118–19, 264
adjectival phrase 114
adjectives 83

absence of 84–5
adverbial phrase 114
adverbs 84
affix 60

distinguishing properties of 65–7
affixing typology 259
affricates 38, 162, 208, 254
agglutinating language 255–6, 305
agrammatic aphasia 191–2, 193
agreement 63, 123, 317
allomorph 59

lexical conditioning of 67
morphological conditioning of 67
phonological 67
phonological conditioning of 68
suppletive 67–8

allophone 46–8
alphabetic writing 15
alveolars 31, 35, 38, 39, 42, 208, 253
alveo-palatals 31, 36, 208
ambiguity 110, 119, 210
amelioration 288
analogical change 282–3, 293
animacy hierarchy 263, 269
animal communication 231–6

alarm calls 229
bees 11–12, 227–8
birds 228–9
bodily gestures and signs 226–7, 229, 230–1
chimpanzees 230–1
vervet monkeys 229–30

anomic aphasia 192–3
anticipatory errors 188

antonyms 137–8
antonymy 137
aphasia 191–4
approximant 39
arbitrariness 8, 11–12, 229
arculate fasciculus 190, 192, 193
aspiration 37; see also voice onset time
assimilation 280–1, 306
auxiliaries 84, 286
avoidance styles 166–7

babbling 205
backformation 94
backness of vowels 40
basic mastery of language 206
basic vocabulary 307
bifurcation 283
bilabials 34, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 45
bilingualism 168, 291–2
binomials 97
blendings 88
bodily signs and gestures 226–7, 229, 230–1, 239
bootstrapping 217
borrowing 88–90, 282, 284–5, 292, 318, 326
borrowings from English 90
borrowings into English 89–90
bottom-up processing 186
brain scanning 196–7
Broca’s aphasia 191–2, 193
Broca’s area 190, 193, 197, 198, 239

calques 89
caretaker speech 207
case 63, 70–1, 173, 262–3
categorical perception 185
cerebral cortex 189, 191, 194, 197
chain shift 279
child language acquisition

developmental stages in 204–7
of lexicon 208–9
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child language acquisition (Cont’d)
of morphology 210–11, 218
of phonetics and phonology 207–8, 217–18
of semantics 209–10, 216–17
strategies 213–17
of syntax 211–13, 218

clauses 111
relational structure 118–22
as a syntagm of phrases 115–17
transitivity 265

‘Clever Hans’ effect 231, 244
click languages 185, 251
clicks 31, 42, 52, 185, 319
clipping 86–7
clitics 64

distinctive properties of 65–7
possessive (in English) 64, 67, 68, 84, 115, 210, 

218, 287
coarticulation 42
code-switching 169–70
cognates 278, 305
co-hyponym 138
coinage 90–2
collocations 97
colour terminologies 182, 219
comparative method 305–8, 309
complementary distribution 46–7, 59
componential analysis 139–41
compositional semantics 141
compounding 93
computational linguistics 20
conditioned-response learning 213–14
conduction aphasia 192, 193
conjunctions 84
connotation 130–1
consonant clusters 88, 164, 205, 208, 280
consonants 31, 34–9, 43, 208, 253, 269
continued acquisition of language 206
contractibility 109–10
contra-lateral control 189
conventionality 7
converses 138
cooing 205
cooperative principle 145–7
creativity 13–14, 227, 231, 236
creoles 320–1

critical period 219, 229
cultural transmission 12–13, 229–30, 236

deaf sign languages 16–17, 192, 204, 205
deictic expressions 145
deletion of phones 280
demonstratives 145
dentals 34–5, 37, 38, 39, 42, 294
derivation 92
derivational affix 61–2, 92

distinctive properties of 64–7
descriptive orientation of linguistics 2, 20
dialect 158–60, 302

standard 160
dialect continuum 159
dialectal variation 158–61
dichotic listening task 195
diglossia 168
diphthongs 42, 43, 208, 291
direct speech act 143–4
discourse analysis 5
displacement 12, 227, 231, 236
dissimilation 281
domains 168–9
duality 13, 236
dysphemism 99

ejectives 31, 41
electroencephalograms (EEGs) 196, 197
embedding 115
enclitic 64
epenthesis 280
ergative case 262–3
etymology 86
euphemism 98–9
Event 120
evolutionary linguistics 5, 236–41
exchange errors 187–8, 201
expanded pidgins 320
experiential roles 118–20
extensions

of meaning 94–5, 209
of grammatical constructions 285–6

family of languages 304
feedback loop 29, 188
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felicity conditions 144
‘feral’ children 237
first language acquisition see child language 

acquisition
flaps 39
fluent aphasia 192, 193
foreign influence in language change 291–2
FOXP2 gene 240
free variation 46, 59
fricatives 38, 162, 208, 254, 278–9, 294
functional causes of language change 290–1
functional linguistics 19, 123–4
functional magnetic resonance imaging 

(fMRI) 197
fusional language 256

garden path sentences 187
-gate suffix 74
gender (of nouns) 160–1, 163, 178, 200, 316
generality 136
generative grammar 19, 124
global aphasia 193
glides 31, 39, 208
glottals 31, 33, 35, 36, 38, 294
glottalic airstream 41, 250–1
gossip 240
grammaticality 106–7
grammatical constructions 4, 188, 268, 

292
changes in 285–6
frequency of use of 165
types

complex sentences 212–13
comparative 137, 285
interrogative 212, 218
negative 212
passive 286
possessive 218, 261–62
reflexive 285–6
subordinate clause 212, 320
verbal 277, 285, 291

grammaticalization 286–7
grammatical relations 118–22

Actor 118–19, 264
Event 120
Theme 121–2

Undergoer 118–19, 264
universality of 264

Gricean maxims 146–7
Grimm’s law 278–9, 309

height of vowels 40
historical comparative linguistics 5, 305–8, 311
holophrastic stage in language acquisition 205
homophony 135–6
homonymy 135–6
honorifics 166
hypernym 138
hyperonym 138
hyperbole 288
hypocorism 87
hyponymy 138, 139
hypothesis testing in language acquisition 215

icon 6–7, 8–9
iconic sign 6–7, 8–9
iconicity 93
identity maintenance as a cause of language 

change 291
idioms 82, 95–6, 131
illocutionary force 142, 143
Immediate Constituent Analysis 

(IC Analysis) 108
imitation 214–15
implosives 31, 41
indexical signs 226
indexes 226
indirect speech act 143–4
infix 60
inflectional affixes 62–4

distinctive properties of 64–7
inflectional language 256
innateness 215–16, 240
insertion of phones 280
intension 130, 141
interdentals 35
interjections 84
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 30, 

31, 50
intonation 44, 187
isogloss 160–1
isolating language 255
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kohunga reo 174–5

labials 34, 35, 208
labiodentals 31, 34, 38, 39, 319
language

acquisition 203–23
acquisition device (LAD) 215–16
biological constraints on 269
change 276–95
choice in bilingual communities 168–9
death 171
design features 11–14
endangerment 171–4
families 304, 310
isolates 310
maintenance 174–5
nests 174–5
notion of 301–2
obsolescence 171–4
origins 236–41
revival 174–5
shift 171–4

causes of 172–3
structural changes accompanying 

173–4
as a sign system 8–11
stocks 310
substratum 292
superstratum 292
typology 251, 255–9, 269–70
universals 251, 252–5, 268–70

language ready brain 239, 241
languages

distribution 302–3
functional unity 269–70
genetic relatedness 304
number 301–2, 303
number of speakers 303–4
variation in 157, 158–64

larynx 33, 226, 227, 232, 244
lateralization 190, 194, 195, 198
laterals 38, 91, 208, 281, 289, 290, 294
left hemisphere dominance in language 

processing 190, 194, 195
Leipzig glossing rules 63
lexical look-up 187
lexical decision task 186–7

lexicon 80–102
mental lexicon 81–2
openness 82–3

lexicostatistics 309–10
linguistic

determinism 181
relativity 181

linguistics
ancient 18
applications 20
branches 3–5
formal 18–19
functional 19
modern 18, 19–20
as a science 2–3
typological 251

loanwords 88–90
loan translations 89
localization 190–4, 198
locative case 70–1
logographic writing 15
loss

of morphemes 282
of phones 280

magnetoencephalograms (MEGs) 196, 197
manner of articulation 36–9
marked 260–1, 262
markedness 260–1
mass comparison 308–9
Maxim of Manner 146
Maxim of Quality 146
Maxim of Quantity 146
Maxim of Relevance 146
McGurk effect 186
meaning 128–48

contextual 136–7
figurative 131
literal 131
sentence 132–3, 134
utterance 132–3, 134

meaning mismatch 209
meaning narrowing 95
meronymy 138–9
metaphor 131–2
metathesis 281
metonymy 131
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minimal pair 49
mixed languages 321–2, 326
morphs 59–60
morphemes 58–9

free 60, 62, 67
bound 60, 62–4, 67
grammatical 62–4, 67
lexical 61, 67

morphological analysis 71–3
by speakers 73–4

morphological change 282–3
morphological rules 68–9
morphological typology of languages 255–9
morphology 56–79

acquisition of 74, 210–11, 218
compared with syntax 122–3
item-arrangement 75, 122
word-paradigm 75, 122

morphophoneme 69
morphophonemic form 69
morphophonemic rule 69
mother-in-law languages 166–7
motor theory of phonetics 189
movability 109
multilingualism 168, 291–2
mutual intelligibility 302

N400 component 196
nasal cavity 33–4
nasals 31, 34, 37, 41, 42, 47, 205, 208, 253, 254, 

280, 294
absence of 254

neurolinguistics 4–5, 189–98
neuron 189
neutralization 260
nominative case 63, 262–3
nouns 83
noun classes 160–1, 163, 178, 200, 316
noun phrases 112–13
number marking

acquisition of 211, 218
typology of 259–60, 263

numeral classifiers 206

Object 120, 264
one word stage in child language 

acquisition 205

onomatopoeia 8–9, 91
oral cavity 33
orals 34
origins of language

early investigations of 237
modern theories 238–41

genetic predisposition 240
gestural origins 239
grooming hypothesis 239–40
social cognition 240–1

myths concerning 236
nineteenth century theories 237–8

overgeneralization 211, 214, 215

palatals 31, 35, 36, 38, 39, 41, 42
paradigm 10
paradigmatic relations 10–11
parsing 187, 188
parts-of-speech 83–5
passives 285, 286
pejoration 287
perception of speech sounds 184–6
performatives 142–3
personal identity function of language variet-

ies 157–8, 291
pharyngeals 31, 35, 36, 278
pharynx 32, 36
phonaesthesia 91
phones 29–30
phonemes 46–50
phonemic transcription 50–1
phonetic transcription 50–1
phonetics 4

acoustic 29
articulatory 29, 30–45
auditory 29

phonological reduction 286
phonological rules 47–8
phonology 45–50
phrases

conjoining of 115
embedding of 115
nature 111–12
types 112–15

physiological causes of language change 290
pidgins 319–20
pitch 43, 207
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pitch accent 267
place of articulation 34–6
plasticity of brain functions 198
plosives see stops
polysemy 135–6
polysynthetic language 256
positron emission tomography scanning 

(PET scanning) 196–7
possession 261–2
possessive

clitics 64, 67, 68, 84, 115, 210, 218, 287
constructions 218, 261–2
prefixes 173–4

post-alveolar phone 35, 38, 55
postpositional phrase 114
postpositions 84
poverty of the stimulus 216
pragmatics 133, 141–8
proto-languages 304

reconstruction of 305–8
prefixes 60
prefixing languages 259
pre-language stage in language 

acquisition 204–5
prepositional phrase 114
prepositions 84
prescriptive 2
presuppositions 147–8
proclitic 64
productivity 13–14, 227, 231, 236
pronouns 83, 145
prosodies 43–5, 187
prototype theory 130, 141
psycholinguistics 4–5, 180–98
pulmonic airstream mechanism 32, 250–1

reanalysis 283, 285
reduplication 93–4
reference 129, 144–5
reflexivity 14, 236
register 164–7
regularization 293
repetition 234
respect varieties 166–7
retroflex phone 35, 38, 41, 55, 205
reverses 138

rhotic phone 31, 39, 46, 88, 208, 278, 281
root 61
rounding of vowels 40, 41
rules of realization

of morphemes 68–9
of phonemes 47–8

Sapir-Whorf hypothesis 181–4
second language learning 217–20

effects of age 218–19
interference 218
negative transfer 218
of morphology 218
of phonetics and phonology 217
stages in 217–19
of syntax 218
transfer 219

secret varieties 165–6, 177
semantic bleaching 286
semantic change 287–9
semantic features 140–1
semantics 133, 135–41

lexical 135–41
sentence 141

semivowels 39
sense 130
sentence

comprehension 187
notion of 105–6

sentences
complex 111, 212–13
grammatically acceptable 106
simple 111
ungrammatical 106–7

sign 5–6
sign languages 16–17, 192, 204, 205
slang 101, 163, 166, 291
slips of the tongue 187
social identity function of language 

varieties 157, 168, 171, 291
social upheaval as cause of language change 293
sociolinguistics 5, 20, 156–75
sound change 278–81
sound correspondences 306–7
spatial cognition 183–4
spatial terms 183, 210
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Specific Language Impairment (SLI) 240
speech

accommodation 164
comprehension 184–7
errors 187, 293
primacy of 14
production 187–9

speech acts 142–4
speech chain model 28–9
speech community 158
split brain patients 194
spoonerisms 187
stem 61
stops 31, 33, 36, 37, 42, 45, 46, 51, 185, 205, 

208, 217, 219, 253, 254, 269, 278–9, 
280, 294, 306

stød (Danish) 160–1, 178
stress 44–5
string constituent analysis 108
structuralism 18, 19
structural pressure as cause of language 

change 293–4
style 165
Subject 120, 264
subtraction paradigm 196–7
suffix 60
suffixing language 259
superordinate 138
suprasegmentals 43–5, 187
suspicious pairs 48, 50
syllables 42–3, 44, 166, 187, 201, 205, 253, 

267, 269, 290
symbol 7, 8
symbolic sign 7, 8
synecdoche 131
synonymy 137
syntactic change 283–6
syntactic units

tests for 109–10
types 110–15

syntagm 10
syntagmatic relations 9–10
syntax 103–27

hierarchical structure in 107–10
openness 104–5, 106
compared with morphology 122–3

taboo 97–8, 292
tag questions 107, 120, 206
tail-wagging dance 11–12, 227–8
taps 31, 39, 46, 88
telegraphic speech 206
tense 72
Theme 121–2
tone 43, 44, 266–7
top-down processing 186
Topic 121–2
transcription 50–1
tree diagrams 108
trills 31, 36, 39, 42, 46, 88, 278
two word stage in language acquisition 205–6
typology

of case systems 262–3
of motion verbs 267–8
of number marking 259–60
of possession 261–2
of word order 264–6

Undergoer 118–19, 264
understatement 288
universals of language

absolute 252, 253, 254
explanations of 268–70
implicational 253, 254–5
non-absolute 252, 253–4
non-implicational 253

unmarked 260–1, 262
utterance meaning 132–3
uvulars 31, 35, 36, 39, 41, 278

vagueness 136
value 130
variation in languages 157

dialectal 158–61
ethnic 163–4
gender 162–3
generation 163
regional 158–61
register 164–7
religious variation 164
social 161–2

velars 31, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 162, 208, 
280, 281, 289, 290
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velaric airstream 42, 250–1
velum 33, 37
verbs 83

of motion 267–8
verb phrases 113–14
vocal folds 33
vocal tract 30–4, 232–3
voice onset time (VOT) 37, 185
voicing 33
vowels 31, 34, 39–41, 43, 208, 253, 254, 269

nasal 34, 41, 47, 251, 290

Wada test 195
Wernicke’s aphasia 192, 193
Wernicke’s area 190, 191, 193, 197, 198

Whorfian hypothesis 181–4
word

identification and recognition 186
notion of 57–8
types of 58

word classes 83–5
word order 264–6

basic 265
change 283–5
fixed 265–6
free 265–6

word taboo 97–8, 292
writing systems 14–15

zero morpheme 73

WMcGregor_Index_Final.indd   384WMcGregor_Index_Final.indd   384 12/6/2008   3:06:10 PM12/6/2008   3:06:10 PM


